
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 
WOMEN

In 1974: Committee on Status of Women 
recommended NC for Women

Again, National Perspective Plan for 
Women (1988) recommended apex body

It is autonomous statutory body

Accordingly, National Commission for 
Women was constituted in 1992 under 
National Commission for Women Act 1990

The ministry of Women & Child development 
is the nodal ministry of commission

1. Review constitutional & Legal safeguards

Objectives
2. Recommend remedial legislative measures

3. Facilitate the Redressal of Grievances

4. Advice government on all policy 
(Relating to Women)

Composition
It consists of chairman, 5 members & 
a member secretary

The chairman, 5 members & a member secretary 
all are nominated by Central Government

Their salaries, allowances & service conditions 
prescribed by Central Government

Chairperson & members hold office for 3 years

They can relinquish their office at any 
time by resigning to Central Government

Central Govt. can remove them in 
following circumstances

1. Insolvent

2. Convicted & Sentenced to imprisonment

3. Unsound Mind

4. Incapable or Refused to Act

5. If absent from 3 consecutive meetings

6. If abused official position

Out of 5 members, One should be from 
SCs and One from STs respectively

A member secretary should be an 
Expert or an Officer
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WOMEN

1. Investigate & examine Women’s 
legal safeguards

8. Undertake promotional & educational 
research  to ensure Women’s representation 
in all spheres

Functions

9. Participate & Advice for Socio-Economic 
Development of Women

10. Evaluate Women’s Development Process 
under Union & any State

2. Present annually & reports to central 
govt. on working of safeguards

3. Make recommendations for effective 
implementation of safeguards

4. Review existing provisions & Laws and 
recommend Amendments

5. Take up violation cases to appropriate 
authority

6. Look into complaints & take suo moto 
notice relating to 

i). Deprivation of Women’s Rights

ii). Non-Implementation of Laws

iii). Non-Compliance of policy decisions 
or instructions

7. Call for special studies or investigations & 
recommend strategies in case of 
discrimination & Atrocities against Women

11. Inspect any Jail, Remand Home & So on. 
and take up to concerned authorities for 
remedial action

12. Fund Litigation related to Women

13. Make Periodical Reports to Government

14. Look into any matter referred to it by 
Central Govt.

Commission represent annual report 
to the Central Government
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Commission can appoint committee for 
Special Issues

Powers

Started for redressal & speedy disposal 
of marriage related and family affairs

PMLA functions in the Model of the Lok 
Adalat

Objectives of the PMLA
1. Provide speedy and cost-free 
dispensation of justice

2. Generate Awareness

3. Encourage people to settle 
Disputes outside formal set-up

Commission shall regulate its own & 
committee’s procedure

Commission has powers of Civil Court in 
respect of following matters

1. Summoning & Enforcing Attendance

2. Requiring the discovery & production of any 
Document

3. Receiving Evidence on Affidavits

4. Requisitioning any public record from any 
Court or Office

5. Issuing summons for the examination of 
witnesses & Documents

6. Lack of matter prescribed by the Central Govt.

Parivarik Mahila Lok Adalat(PMLA)

Commission provides financial assistance to 
NGOs or State Women Commissions or State 
Legal Service Authority to Organise the PMLA

4. Empower Public especially Women to 
participate in Justice Delivery Mechanism
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