
ARRIVAL OF THE EAST INDIA 
COMPANY

Origin of EIC

In 1599 EIC formed by a 
group of Merchants 

On 31st dec, 1600 EIC received 
a ‘Royal Charter’

In 1601 EIC 2 factories in Indonesia

Spanish, Dutch and Portuguese were 
already present in these spice Islands 

In 1603 EIC went to Britain & made 
multifold profits

EIC in India

In 1608 EIC came to India. Their Ship 
docked at Surat.

In 1609 Capt. William Hawkins reached in the 
Court of Jahangir to get permission of Trade

Didn’t receive permission because 
of intervention of the Portuguese

In 1611 EIC started trading at Masulipatnam 
on the south eastern coast

In 1612, Battle between EIC & Portuguese in 
Suvali region of Surat. EIC won this battle

In 1615 Thomas Roe was sent to arrange a 
commercial treaty for exclusive trading rights

Jahangir granted the permission 
but with limited rights

In 1613 EIC set up 1st Factory at Surat

“Merchants Adventurers”

As a ‘Governor and Company of Merchants 
of London trading into the East Indies’

To trade in cotton, silk, indigo dye, 
sugar, salt, spices, saltpetre, tea, etc

During that period EAST use 
to be refer as ‘East Indies’

‘It was created to trade in that region 
hence came to known as East India 
Company’

Permission to trade in East of the Cape of 
Good Hope and West of Strait of Magellan

Early Voyages

1. On Java Islands

2. Maluku Islands ( Spice Islands)

In 1603 Queen Elizabeth died & 
King James I become new ruler

Know as “Battle of Swally”

In 1616 EIC set up Factory 
at Masulipatnam

including permission to set up factories 
at Agra, Ahmedabad and Broach
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EIC in India

In 1757 Nawab of Bengal Siraj-ud-Daulah 
capture William fort

On 23rd June, 1757 : Battle between 
Nawab of Bengal & EIC. It is known as 
‘Battle of Plassey (1757)

EIC won this battle with corruption with 
the help of Commander in chief of 
Nawab’s Army ‘Mir-Zafar’

In 1764 : Battle between EIC vs Mir Qazim. 
He was accompanied by Shah Alam II 

Thus British EIC started their rule in India

Surat (1619)

Trading posts 

Madras (1639)

Bombay (1668)

Calcutta (1690)
In 1670 EIC received 

Rights to autonomous territorial 
acquisition 

To make war & peace

Exercise civil & criminal jurisdiction

Put 146 employees of EIC into Dungeon 
Out of the 123 employees of company 
died due to suffocation & heat

It is known as ‘Black Hole Tragedy’

Mir-Zafar was made puppet rules 
after that victory in the Battle

In 1760 his son-in-law ‘Mir Qazim’ 
was made the ruler 

Mir Qazim lost that Battle and that 
ended with “Treaty of Allahabad”

That battle is known as 
‘Battle of Buxar ( 1764)’

Under that treaty Shah Alam granted 
‘Diwani Rights’ or rights to collect the 
taxes in Bengal, Bihar & Orissa

Many administrative changes were 
introduced by the British, from Regulating 
Act,1773 to Government of India Act, 1947


	Slide 1
	Slide 2

