It is a constitutional body, that established ——
directly by Article 338 - A.

Geographically & culturally, STs are different
from the SCs & their problems are also
different from the those of SCs.

In 1999, a new Ministry of Tribal Affairs was
created to provide sharp focus on welfare &
development of STs.

National Commission for SCs & STs was
bifurcated through 89th Constitutional
Amendment Act of 2003.

This Act added New Article 338 -A inthe |
constitution.

The National Commission for STs came
into existence in 2004.

3. Three other members —

Members —

1. Chairman

2. vice-chairman

by the president

They are appointed by —1+— The commission act as a
president civil court
Members

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR STs
Article 338-A

1. Investigate & monitor constitutional & legal ——
safeguards for STs & evaluate working.

2. Enquire complaints related to deprivation
of rights & safeguards of STs

3. Participate & advice on socio-economic
development of STs & evaluate progress of
development under Union or a State.

4. Present reports to president annually or
whenever require.

5. Make recommendations for protection ,
welfare & socio-economic development of STs

6. Discharge other functions as president
may specify.

Functions

L Their conditions of service &
tenure of the office determined

— Report is submitted to president

Other functions

Powers

The commission has all powers of a
civil court in following matters:

1. Summoning & enforcing attendance of
any person and examining him on oath.

2. Requiring discovery & production of
any document.

3. Receiving evidence & affidavits.

4. Requisitioning any public record from
any court or office.

5. Issuing summons for examination of
witnesses & documents.

6. Any other matter which President
may determine.

In 2005 President specified following other functions:
Measures to be taken

1. over conferring ownership rights
in respect of minor forest produce.

2. To safeguard rights of tribal communities over
mineral resources, water resources etc., as per law

3. For development of Tribals & to work
for more viable livelihood strategies.

4. To improve efficacy of relief & rehabilitation
measures for tribal groups displaced by
development projects.

5. To prevent alienation of tribal people from
land.

6. To elicit maximum cooperation &
involvement of tribal communities for
protecting forests & undertaking social
afforestation.

7. To ensure full implementation of
provisions of panchayats (Extension to
Scheduled Areas ) Act, 1996.

8. To reduce & ultimately eliminate the
practice of shifting cultivation.
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